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WELCOME to Community First’s Newsletter – August 2011
Information and news for groups involved in the local community in East Hampshire.

Community First East Hampshire exists to strengthen the voluntary sector in the district – offering training, general organisational support and help with volunteer recruitment & management.
www.cfeh.org.uk 
		

COMMUNITY FIRST EAST HAMPSHIRE NEWS & EVENTS

CFEH AGM and Interagency & Volunteer Managers Forum
Community First Annual General Meeting & Shifting Sands Interagency Forum
10.30am Friday 9th September 2011 at Liphook Millennium Centre, Liphook

The Trustees of Community First East Hampshire would like to invite you to join them for the Annual General Meeting and Shifting Sands Interagency Forum. We are delighted to confirm that Damian Hinds MP has agreed to be the keynote speaker and he will be speaking on the topic of ‘Government Priorities, Localism and the Big Society’.

During the day there will be workshops on:
1. The changing face of local health services and how voluntary organisations can engage more effectively. 
                Barbara Rushton GP/Jo Parkinson, A3 GP Commissioning Group,  
1. The benefits and pitfalls of working with young volunteers 
                Janice Waterman, Rkdia
1. Strategic priorities and how you can become involved  
                Chris Paterson, Strategy Lead – Communities, South Downs National Park 

For a booking form please email us at admin@cfeh.org.uk

More choice for bus service users!
Community Transport East Hampshire has launched its new website giving people more choice in the way they book their seats on any of the services available across the district. In addition to the telephone booking service, people can go to the new website and book online. Take a look at the new website which can be found at:  www.communitytransporteasthampshire.co.uk

VOLUNTEER CENTRE NEWS
The Volunteer Centre is currently updating its database and will be contacting you shortly. If your details have changed or you would like to discuss new opportunities available within your organization, please telephone us on 01730 710017 or email volunteer@cfeh.org.uk.

COMMUNITY FIRST TRAINING NEWS
The NEW Autumn Training Programme from Community First starts with Charity Law, Managing Your Time Effectively, Effective Networking Skills, Child & Adult Safeguarding and Developing a Brand for your Organisation.  With over 21 courses to choose from!  The complete programme will soon be available on our website.  Also look out for FREE Preparation for Volunteering workshops.

Bookings and Further Information
The Learning Highways Programme is funded by Hampshire Learning see  http://www3.hants.gov.uk/hampshire-learning.htm . Places for all courses need to be booked in advance. You can contact bookings@cfeh.org.uk to book your place or use our new online booking form. Simply go on the website www.cfeh.org.uk , click the Training tab on the left hand side and follow the drop down link to Training Booking Form and away you go! 

All of our training sessions are subsidised, however, if you become a member of Community First then new full members will receive 20% discount off these course fees in the first year of membership.  Also, the cost can be reduced even further if you are a small, volunteer led, group in East Hampshire. Please contact us in confidence to obtain further information about this extra discount.

NOT FOUND THE TRAINING YOU NEED
We can also offer bespoke IT or Personal Safety & Lone Working training tailored to your organisation's needs, and training information and advice on a range of voluntary and community based subjects.  Contact Liz Moore at liz.moore@cfeh.org.uk  to discuss your requirements. 

OTHER TRAINING NEWS
Action-Learning Workshops
From September to December there will be a series of funded action-learning workshops exploring how to engage with those traditionally less-likely to volunteer. These workshops are being delivered as part of the European Year of Volunteering 2011. Each workshop will be supported by a guest speaker with expertise in their particular field, and topics will cover specific areas of diversity and also a number of cross-cutting themes that contribute to an enabling environment for inclusivity. For more information on each of the workshops, together with the dates and venues, and to access the application form, please go to www.attend.org.uk.

Leadership and Management Advisory Service
The Leadership and Management Advisory Service in the South East and South West is available until March 2012 to support businesses and social enterprises from 2 to 249 staff who have the potential for high or fast growth. Up to £1000 matched funding can be accessed by MDs, CEOs or Owner Managers to support their development. This can be used to develop leadership & management skills required to fully engage and optimise contribution of staff and therefore grow the business. To find out more about how the service can support you and your customers go to www.skillssoutheast.co.uk. 

Hampshire Alliance Bursary Scheme
The Alliance bursary scheme was established in 2009. Its aim is to enable staff in voluntary and community sector organisations, who would otherwise be unable to access management development training due to lack of other financial support, to complete an Institute of Leadership & Management (ILM) Award in First Line Management.  For further details on this and other Alliance training schemes go to http://www.hants-alliance.org.uk/training . Applications must be submitted by 12 September.

Applying for European Funding
For those of you  may be interested in applying for European funding, Southern England
Local Partners (SELP) are running a one day workshop on applying for European funding in Winchester on 16 September. For more information please see: http://www3.hants.gov.uk/selp/cx-selp-news.htm 

Child Development
Hampshire County Council Children's Services Workforce Development Team currently have vacancies for their courses on Life Story Work on 20 September and Introduction to Child Development on 6 October.  To find out more go to http://tinyurl.com/4xt9f7l and http://tinyurl.com/3djwgcm respectively.

Portable Appliance Testing (PAT) 
This course which is being held in Winchester on 20 September 10.00 – 15.00 is for volunteers and staff of volunteer managed community buildings. It is designed to cater for all skills levels; the trainers regularly train non-electrically trained candidates and electricians, aiming the course at the skill level of the candidates. To find out more, go to www3.hants.gov.uk/community-support-service .

LOCAL EVENTS
Hampshire Independent Equality Forum
The Forum's next event 'Employing people from diverse communities' is on 8 September 10.00 – 13.00 at Carnival Hall, Council Road, Basingstoke. The event is based around the Forum’s new campaign ‘Employment and wellbeing for diverse communities’ and in addition to presentations includes a workshop giving you the opportunity to discuss your own experiences in employment or working with diverse individuals. For more information or to book, go to www.action.hants.org.uk/. 

Open House at Merchistoun Hall
Merchistoun Hall, Horndean’s popular community venue is opening its doors to everyone from 11.00 to 16.00 on 11 September as it showcases what it can provide for not only its own community but how can be a cost-effective venue for weddings and functions, business meetings, corporate away days, a theatre venue and much more.  To find out more go to www.merchistounhall.co.uk.

Access to Disability Sport Conference
With only one year to go until the London 2012 Paralympic Games, the University of Southampton in collaboration with local partners are delivering an exciting and informative conference on access to disability sport. For further information on the Conference which takes place on 13 September, go to http://www.accesstodisabilitysport.co.uk/ .

Woolmer Forest U3A
Woolmer Forest U3A starts its autumn programme on 19 September with a talk by Lt Commander M Hill on 'Life below decks on the Royal Yacht'. Visitors and new members are welcome. The entrance fee is £1.50 for members and £2 for visitors/guests. To find out more about the WF U3A which meets at 14.00 on the third Monday of the month at the Forest Community Centre, Bordon, go to u3asites.org.uk/code/. 

LOCAL NEWS
Forest Community Centre
The Forest Community Centre in Bordon has beaten 800 other communities to be shortlisted for £100,000 from the Energyshare Fund. If successful, the money will be used to make the Forest Community Centre cheaper to run by lowering fuel bills so more money can be spent on community activities. The Centre needs community support to win. Please show your support by voting online at http://tinyurl.com/forestcentre.

Quality Original and Design-led Craft comes to Petersfield 
SMT Management Consultants who run the highly successful Art and Design-led craft makers market in Winchester are starting one in August in The Square in Petersfield.  They would like artists and makers interested in participating on a once a month basis to contact them to book a stall. To find out more go to www.artdesignmarket.co.uk.

Liaison Opportunity
The Hampshire Economic Partnership (HEP) is involved with a Third Sector EU project and there is now the offer of a third sector seminar with French partners on 7-9 September. The visit will include an opportunity to discuss barriers to growth in the sector, look at potential links between Hampshire and France, and undertake several community/social enterprise study visits to organisations in the Rennes area. Through the project, HEP are able to offer the cost of flights, transfers and accommodation. Any organisation interested in taking part should be aware that places will be on a first come first served basis and they should email hannah.powell@hep.uk.com as soon as possible. 

Tender Opportunity
Applications are invited from Providers wishing to tender for the provision of alternative education services within Hampshire for young people who are excluded from main stream education, at risk of offending and requiring the statutory 25 hours per week education. The closing date for applications is 14 September and further information can be found at https://in-tendhost.co.uk/hampshire/asp/tenders.asp.  

Local Transport Schemes
Maintaining access to services is vital for rural communities in order to combat rural isolation.  A Transport Task & finish Group has been set up as part of the East Hampshire Community Partnership.  As part of this, the Partnership is looking to invite community groups to submit proposals for local transport initiatives that would meet access needs in the local area.  Schemes will be appraised through a competitive process and the closing date for applications is 23 September. For further information please contact Sarah Hobbs, Community Access Officer on email sarah.hobbs@easthants.gov.uk.

Alton Health Fayre
Alton's 6th Health Fayre is being held at the Assembly Rooms on 24 September 10.00 – 15.00. Admission is free and to find out more about what is on offer go to http://www.wilsonpractice.co.uk/info.aspx?p=12. 

Liphook WEA Local History
Liphook WEA's 2011/2012 programme starts on 30 September with a ten week course on the South at War.  For more information on this course, looking at how life and landscape in this area has been influenced by the threat of attack, and other courses on Literature and History of Art telephone Mrs Sheila Martin on 01428 641907 or go to https://enrolonline.wea.org.uk/online/coursesearch.aspx.

Think Safe
Think Safe, which takes place from 3 to 7 October at the Queen Elizabeth  Country Park, Butser Hill, involves approx 650 year 6 pupils attending a morning or afternoon session at the park to take part in 7, 15 minute scenarios. The scenarios deliver a key message on subjects such as road safety, the dangers of drugs and alcohol and first aid. The organisers would like to hear from anyone who has any suitable 'freebies' for the goody bags the pupils will take away with them to help them remember some of the messages they have learnt.  If you think you may be able to help, please contact Karen Dawes, Community Safety Manager at Karen.Dawes@easthants.gov.uk.

JOB VACANCIES
Could you help a child or young person in care? 
No Limits is recruiting for committed volunteers to join a team of Independent Visitors who support children and young people looked after by Social Care in Hampshire. The Independent Visitor volunteers are matched with a child or young person who they visit at least once a month to spend time with them, doing activities and being a positive and consistent influence in their lives. The closing date for applications is 2 September and four days of initial training will be held on 10 September, 17 September, 1 October and 15 October. For further information and an application pack please visit www.nolimitshelp.org.uk  or call 023 8023 6237 and ask for Lucy Monk. 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 
Public health: Healthy Lives, Healthy People
This paper sets out progress in developing the new public health system, including: 
clarifying the new leadership role for local authorities and their directors of public health, across health improvement, health protection and population health advice to the NHS and proposals for commissioning public health services.  To find out more and to download the paper, go to
www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/ .

Closer integration between Skills for Care & Skills for Health 
The Department of Health paper ‘A Vision for Adult Social Care: Capable Communities and Active Citizens’ sets a new agenda for adult social care highlighting partnership working and the need to identify and remove barriers to collaboration and alignment of budgets across health and social care and to bring together funding streams for employment support as a key part of delivering the vision. Skills for Care would like to obtain the views of employers and the wider adult social care sector on the principle of closer integration with Skills for Health. There is an online questionnaire at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/CloserIntegration or a word version of the questionnaire is available from http://www.skillsforcare.org.uk/consultations/ .  The closing date for responses is 8 September.

Consultation on disability employment services 
The Government has launched a consultation into employment services for disabled people and seeking views on the recommendations put forward by RADAR Chief Executive Liz Sayce. The consultation closes on 17 October. For details of consultation go to www.dwp.gov.uk/consultations/. For details of the Sayce review of employment services for disabled people go to http://www.edf.org.uk/blog/?p=11887. 

Hampshire Wide Honour Based Violence Snapshot Survey  
Honour Based Violence (HBV) is a crime or incident, which has or may have been committed to protect or defend the honour of the family and or community. Hampshire Honour Based Crime Strategic Action Group (SAG) are committed to discovering the true picture of Honour Based Violence (HBV), Forced Marriage (FM) and Female Genital Mutilation(FGM) in the county of Hampshire. This survey aims to gather data over the whole of September from as many organisations and individuals as possible so, if you are able to contribute, please email Melani Morgan on melani.morgan@hampshire.pnn.police.uk or Nigel Scott on nigel.scott@hampshire.pnn.police.uk.

Early Years Service
One million reasons for reform: unleashing the potential of the voluntary sector in early year’s services. To view this report by the ACEVO (Association of Chief Executives of Voluntary Organisations) Early Years Taskforce go to http://tinyurl.com/3gvsvzq   

Core purpose of Sure Start Children's Centres
The core purpose of Sure Start Children's Centres is a discussion document from the Department for Education which sets out for the first time what the Government sees as the core purpose of children's centres in terms of outcomes for children and families, explains the approaches that successful children's centres adopt in delivering that core purpose and sets out the principles that sector leaders have developed to underpin the core purpose. To view and comment on the paper go to http://tinyurl.com/3mjzyk6. The closing date for comments is 31 August.

Sexual Health Week 
The FPA is launching Facts of Life as part of Sexual Health week which runs from 12 – 18 September.  The Facts of Life campaign aims to encourage parents to talk to their children about sex and relationships. The campaign will focus on parents of 4 to 14 year olds and FPA is offering free campaign packs to health professionals across the country who would like to take part. You can find out more about the campaign at www.fpa.org.uk/factsoflife. 

EHRC research and policy paper on the health sector and equality duties
The Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) has published ‘The performance of the health sector in meeting the Public Sector Equality Duties: moving towards effective equality outcomes’. This research report examines performance on the former race, disability and gender equality duties by Strategic Health Authorities and Primary Care Trusts in England. The report is accompanied by a policy paper, ‘A way forward for the health sector’, with recommendations as to how health bodies can meet their obligations under the new equality duty. For further information, go to www.equalityhumanrights.com/news/. 

Housing Benefit Reform: Supported housing 
This consultation which ends on 9 October is aimed primarily at those involved in the commissioning, funding and providing of supported housing and seeks views on the Government’s proposals to re-design the way in which Housing Benefit helps with the higher rents sometimes faced by those needing support to live independently, such as the elderly or those with disabilities. To view and respond to the consultation go to www.dwp.gov.uk/consultations/.  To view the briefing paper on the proposals produced by Support Solutions, a national body go to www.supportsolutions.co.uk/forum.

LOCAL FUNDING NEWS
Hampshire County Council External Funding Service
HCC puts together a list of new funds and funding updates which is published on their website at www3.hants.gov.uk/externalfunding. They also have advice on writing your funding application

Hampshire County Councillor Grants 
Each County Councillor has a budget of £8k to spend on revenue or minor capital projects see:  www3.hants.gov.uk/grants.htm for more details. The grants are usually in the range £500 -£1000.  Feedback indicates that it is best to invite your HCC councillor to your project and then submit the grant application.  

HIWCF Local Giving
Localgiving.com allows the public to find and give to local charities and community groups, even those too small to be registered. Each of these groups is vetted by HIWCF before appearing on Localgiving.com. Public donations will give new hope and support to groups who often find it difficult to obtain funding. HIWCF also manages the distribution of funds to the local group, to ensure that donations are appropriately spent by trustworthy charitable organisations. So the public can feel confident about the donations they make. All Community Foundations that work with Localgiving.com follow quality standards endorsed by the Charity Commission .Both Localgiving.com’s shareholders are registered UK charities who are committed to promoting local communities and helping them thrive by providing a steady stream of support and recognition. Localgiving.com's fee covers the maintenance of the system, processing of payments, and customer care. Any surpluses made by Localgiving.com are required to be given back to the two shareholders, both registered charities whose objectives are to encourage local philanthropy.

The Localgiving.com for Hampshire and Isle of Wight region will be coordinated by Bernice Heller. There is a small cost involved, the first three months are free then there is a charge of £60 for the rest of the year. Groups can send their own supporters to sponsor them online and can receive gift aid through the site even if they are not registered to receive gift aid. For further information about Localgiving.com go to http://localgiving.com/home or contact the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Community Foundation on 01256776101, Email: info@hantscf.org.uk or http://www.hantscf.org.uk/

NATIONAL FUNDING NEWS
Lloyds TSB Foundation - News 
Lloyds TSB Foundation for England and Wales significantly increases investment to £24.5m to support the most vulnerable in society. The Lloyds TSB Foundation for England and Wales has published its annual report showing an increased investment of £24.5 million in 2010 (£20.6m in 2009) to support the most vulnerable in society. One of the UK's leading grant makers, the independently run Foundation supports charities that help disadvantaged people to play a fuller role in the community. Over the last three years, this level of investment has not only supported over 2,500 jobs and 12,300 volunteering opportunities (often the first step towards employment) but has also ensured nearly 3,000 charities have been able to provide much needed local and community services. The impact of this investment has been to reduce isolation and increase social interaction (both in rural and urban settings); improve or provide access to support/advice services where they exist and helped to improve the basic skills of literacy and numeracy for many thousands of vulnerable people. The investment from the Foundation has also facilitated success in obtaining funding from other sources for over 500 charities, helping them remain resilient and sustainable at a time of funding cutbacks. For more information about Lloyds TSB Foundation for England and Wales, please visit: www.lloydstsbfoundations.org.uk or contact: Nikki Morgan, Communications Officer, Lloyds TSB Foundation for England and Wales on 020 7378 4612 or nmorgan@lloydstsbfoundations.org.uk. For further information about Project Challenge, please visit: www.projectchallenge.org.uk  .

2012 GlaxoSmithKline IMPACT Awards 
IMPACT Awards are open to registered charities that are at least three years old working in a health related field in the UK, with a total annual income between £10,000 and £1.5 million.
The closing date for applications for these awards which recognise and reward small to medium sized charities that are doing excellent work to improve people’s health is 23 September. Further information can be found at www.kingsfund.org.uk/gskimpactawards.

'No Second Night Out' 
Housing Minister Grant Shapps has announced a new £20million Homelessness Transition Fund for the voluntary sector to help deliver the pledge to get rough sleepers off the streets. 'No Second Night Out' aims to identify new rough sleepers and help them off the streets immediately so that they do not fall into a rough sleeping lifestyle. Homeless Link, the national organisation representing homelessness charities in England, will administer the new fund and further information, including on how local voluntary organisations can apply for funding, can be found at http://www.homeless.org.uk/fund.   

Community Force
Community Force is one way in which NatWest Bank delivers its Customer Charter commitment to support the local communities where it works. Three awards of £6,000 are available for each NatWest Community Force area. Volunteering support will also be available to the winners. THE Closing date for registration is 4 September and the winners will be decided by the votes of people in the local  community.  Further details can be found at http://tinyurl.com/42j668o.

Education Endowment Foundation
The Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) is an independent charity dedicated to raising the educational attainment of disadvantaged pupils in English primary and secondary schools. EEF’s vision is to  break the link between family background and educational achievement, ensuring that pupils from all backgrounds have the opportunity to fulfil their aspirations and make the most of their talents. For the first two years EEF's work is focused on children eligible for free school meals attending targeted primary and secondary schools.  More information on eligibility and how to apply for funding can be found at http://tinyurl.com/3nyn9ga.

Voluntary Sector Investment Programme: Innovation, Excellence and Strategic Development Fund 2012–13
Applications are now invited to the Department of Health’s 2012-13 Innovation, Excellence and Strategic Development Fund that supports the voluntary sector in developing innovation across health and social care. Applicants are invited to submit proposals to develop new, innovative approaches to health and care, actively share excellent practice or improve integrated care and greater efficiency.  The closing date for registration is 7 October and further information can be found at www.dh.gov.uk/. 

MacMillan – Helping You Others Grants 
Funding may be used, for example, for event costs, promotional activities and the purchase of group materials (i.e. computers, laptops and display materials) for cancer self-help and support groups. New Groups can apply for £500 on a monthly basis. Established Groups can apply for £3,000 by 28 October. For more information go to http://www.macmillan

The True Colours Trust 
The Trust provides grants to small, UK based organisations to carry out projects that provide help to disabled children and their families on a daily basis. The trust has a small grants programme open to applications at any time, that provides grants of up to £10,000, usually for one-off projects and delivery programmes for children, their siblings and families. For more information, go to http://www.truecolourstrust.org.uk/small_grants.aspx

Sport for You 
The Daily Telegraph, in partnership with the Royal Bank of Scotland has launched a new grants programme to support community and amateur sports clubs across the country. Five grants of up to £1,000 will be awarded on a monthly basis. For more information, go to www.telegraph.co.uk.

Heritage Lottery Fund - Information Sessions
HLF South East England is now running bi-monthly pre-application information sessions at their London office. These events are open to all potential applicants.  Sessions will include the following: a presentation on HLF criteria and main grant programmes, including case studies and tips for writing a strong application (11am-12noon), 35 minute one-to-one advice surgeries (from 12noon - these must be booked in advance).  Dates for 2011 are: 7 October and 2 December.  If you are interested in coming along, please contact the South East England team on 020 7591 6171.  Website: www.hlf.org.uk/Pages/Home.aspx.

NOT FOUND THE FUNDING YOU NEED HERE? 
Contact Anstey Brierley anstey.brierley@cfeh.org.uk or Carolyn Warne carolyn.warne@cfeh.org.uk to discuss further. 

OTHER NEWS
Reducing Reoffending Conference
This conference hosted by Government Knowledge in Central London on 7 September is intended to provide an unrivalled forum for discussing the full implications of the Government’s plans for reducing reoffending through rehabilitation. Key stakeholders and policy makers will debate the best means to ensure that those who have served their sentence are provided with the skills, opportunities and sense of community to best reduce the risk of them reoffending.  To find out more go to Reducing Reoffending Conference 2011. 

The Children's Trust
National charity The Children's Trust, Tadworth is holding a special one-day event on 18 September specifically aimed at young people with Acquired Brain Injury (ABI) who are 14-19 years of age and having made a good physical recovery have returned to mainstream education. Nevertheless, they will often be struggling in school or college and face challenges as a result. For further details, go to http://www.hants-alliance.org.uk/events/287.

Open Public Services White Paper
This White Paper says the old centralised approach to public service delivery is broken and the barriers to more diverse service provision have got to be broken down. It points to some future developments including consulting with local authorities on opening up a number of local services such as family support and support for looked after children.  An Open Public Service website http://tinyurl.com/68nssnl has been set up where you can read the White Paper. You can also send in comments during the listening exercise which runs until the end of September.  To see Community Action Hampshire's briefing paper on these proposals go to http://tinyurl.com/6ayxaxe.

Work Capability Assessment: Year two call for evidence 
Professor Harrington’s review of the Work Capability Assessment is now in year two. He has issued a call for evidence to hear views on the implementation, or not, of his year one recommendations, what future work might be required, and in particular asks questions about the face-to-face assessment. To find out more got to www.dwp.gov.uk/consultations/.  The consultation ends on 16 September.

Youth Justice System
The National Association for Youth Justice has published a paper which gives an analysis of concerns about the effect of payment by results in the Youth Justice System. NAVCA (National Association for Voluntary and Community Action) would be interested to know your opinion on payments by results for delivering services to children and young people and whether any local contracts now being awarded on the basis of payments by results? To view the paper, go to thenayj.org.uk/. The NACVA contact for reporting your comments or experiences is Peter Horner on email peter.horner@navca.org.uk. 

New Equality Deadlines for 2012 
To assist public authorities in the better performance of the Equality Duty, the government has just laid before Parliament, the Equality Act 2010 (Specific Duties) Regulations 2011. These regulations will promote the better performance of the equality duty by requiring those public authorities to publish equality objectives, at least every four years and information to demonstrate their compliance with the equality duty, at least annually. To find out more go to www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/.  

The Rural Services Network 
The Rural Services Network (RSN) is a membership organisation devoted to safeguarding and improving services in rural communities across England. Organisations across the complete range of rural services are in membership, including local authorities, public bodies, businesses, charities and voluntary groups across. The network has three main purposes: representing the case for a better deal for rural service provision, exchanging useful and relevant information, developing and sharing best practice. To find out more go to http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/about-us.html. 

Establishing A New Office Of The Children’s Commissioner For England (OCCE)
This consultation does not seek to re-open the debate about the role and purpose of the Children's Commissioner but sets out how the Government plans to implement the  recommendations that require a change to legislation. The Department for Education (DfE) are keen to hear what children and young people think about its plans and has provided on its website a children and young person's version of the consultation document and response form. It has also provided a workshop outline to help organisations lead group discussions. To find out more about these and other aspects of the consultation which ends on 29 September go to www.education.gov.uk/consultations.

How to Report a Scam
Do you regularly receive emails offering you huge rewards or investment opportunities?  The government is now trying to track these down and have set up a site to which you can forward them.  If you have been a victim of a scam, or you suspect a scam, you can contact Action Fraud for fraud in general www.actionfraud.org.uk/ or for investment scams the Financial Services Authority www.fsa.gov.uk.  You can help to stop scammers by telling your friends and family and by making us aware of any scams that you have encountered. You can do this by sending an online scam report - https://secure.consumerdirect.gov.uk/reportascam.aspx.   

Cutswatch.org.uk 
Cutswatch.org.uk has been set up to provide guidance and support to third sector organisations through public spending cuts. The site aims to provide up-to-date news, case studies, guides and information on how to positively deal with spending cuts, along with links to useful events and services.  They want to hear how they can further support your organisation. What would you like added to cutswatch.org.uk? Send them your suggestions - Email: carina.mckeown@acevo.org.uk.  Website: www.cutswatch.org.uk.

Business Mentoring Initiative 
A new website will provide small business owners with access to a range of experienced mentors. The initiative is a replacement for the face-to-face services provided by Business Link, which is in the process of being wound down by the Government.  The site is funded by the British Bankers Association (BBA). More than 200 customer and former bank staff have so far signed up to offer mentoring services. The Government has pledged that the scheme will eventually give entrepreneurs access to up to 40,000 mentors, drawing on trade bodies and charities such as the Princes Trust to work alongside the major high-street banks that are already involved. The website is now accessible for interested parties to register their interest at: www.mentorsme.co.uk.  

Accounts Filing Date Changes 
Companies House has changed its filing dates and increased penalties for those filing their accounts late. Current late filing penalties can be found on the website www.companieshouse.gov.uk/.  If accounts are filed late in two successive years the penalty will be doubled. Remember if you are a charitable company then your accounts need to be sent to both the Charity Commission and Companies House. If you are in doubt the Companies House website will show the next due date for the filing of your accounts.

Bank Holiday
There will be a special bank holiday for the Diamond Jubilee.  The 2012 late May bank holiday will be moved to 4 June 2012 and an additional Jubilee bank holiday will be on 5 June 2012.  The extra bank holiday and extended bank holiday weekend will also apply to Scotland.  Schools in England and Wales will be able to close on 5 June 2012 for the Diamond Jubilee celebrations.  If a school is already closed on 5 June for half term or another reason, it will be able to close on an alternative day.  Scotland and Northern Ireland will be making their own arrangements.

Community Budgets To Be Extended
Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg has invited councils to sign up for Community Budgets and said that around fifty more authorities will get Community Budgets this year and then at least a further sixty in 2012-13.  Click www.communities.gov.uk/news to read more. 

Beware: Gas and Electricity Roll Over Contracts
In our attempts to get cost effective utilities we need to be aware of the implications of ‘roll over contracts’.  See the scenario below from one of our colleagues in Hampshire.  Please take note and check your contract and regularly review: “21 months ago we agreed good terms for our Electricity and Gas supplies; however we did not realise the impact of doing nothing to review those after just 6-9 months; we have been rolled-over into much higher prices that we cannot get out of for 2 years. The standing order charge is x7 the price we originally agreed. Apparently this is fine under English law!  With some suppliers the new contract is fixed 3 months before the old is finished.  The Federation of Small Businesses has made it policy to oppose roll-over contracts http://www.fsb.org.uk/essex/utility-contracts.  Apparently the regulator, Ofgem, was to impose controls but backed off.  It is understood from Consumers Direct that the regulator only enforces Parliament’s decision ….so …a) check your contracts and diary the review and notification dates – and b) consider writing to your MP.”

VAT on Cost Sharing Arrangements
A consultation on how the European VAT cost sharing exemption might be used in the UK has been started by HM Revenue and Customs. The government says it would like "the views of a wide range of businesses and organisations - particularly those in the education and charity sectors - that have VAT exempt or non-business activities and want to set up cost sharing arrangements."  If implemented the exemption could remove the VAT charge which has got in the way of charities from gaining efficiencies by sharing costs with each other. Civil Society media news item at http://www.civilsociety.co.uk/finance/news/content/9918/.  Responses by 30 September.

Adult Services Safeguarding Unit 
The main aim of the Safeguarding Co-ordinators is to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of safeguarding within Hampshire. Each co-ordinator has an allocated area and works closely with colleagues from adult services, police, health, housing, and independent providers. A safeguarding Telephone Enquiry Line has been set up to respond to day-to-day safeguarding queries, and is available during office hours on 01962 847214 and there is also a dedicated email at adult.safeguarding.unit@hants.gov.uk.
	
Ageing Well in Hampshire 
The refreshed Older People’s Wellbeing Strategy 2011-2014 was formally launched on 1 June. The top 3 priorities are: Getting about on transport as easily as possible; Knowing about benefits; and Clear information about health and wellbeing. The Strategy is available on the Bettertime website at http://www3.hants.gov.uk/adult-services/bettertime/publications-strategies.htm

Early Implementers of Health and Wellbeing Boards 
Twelve local authorities across the South East including Hampshire County Council have signed up to join a network of early implementers of Health and Wellbeing Boards. The Boards are intended to remove divisions between the NHS and local authorities and to give communities a greater say in the services providing care for local people. The 12 early implementers will create “shadow” health and wellbeing boards in their local council, which will bring together commissioners of services across the NHS, public health, social care and children‟s services, elected representatives and Local Health Watch to plan the right services for their area. http://healthandcare.dh.gov.uk/maphwb/ has an interactive map of the early implementers. Local authorities will take on responsibility for public health from April 2013, when around £4bn of funding will transfer to them from the NHS.

Hampshire Family Information Directory 
The Family Information Directory (FID) has recently undergone several changes due to the removal of the national DirectGov childcare and family services search. The FID will now provide information exclusively from Hampshire, along with a number of other improvements including: an enhanced search facility providing a better service for residents; search results provided within a defined area; a “Shopping Basket” feature; links to Ofsted reports for childcare and early year’s providers. The new-look FID will keep the original web address www.fid.hants.gov.uk. They welcome your feedback on the changes online feedback form at www.fid.hants.gov.uk or email familyinformation@hants.gov.uk 

Insulate Hampshire 
Hampshire local authorities are working in partnership to offer a discounted scheme for loft and cavity wall insulation to all Hampshire residents. The scheme will save energy and cut fuel bills, help to protect vulnerable people from the cold and reduce CO2. The costs of the scheme will primarily be met through funding from the Government's Carbon Emissions Reduction Target (CERT) legislation. The remainder will be funded by members of the Hampshire Senate, including Hampshire County Council and District/Borough Council partners. For more information go to www.insultatehampshire.co.uk or telephone 0845 603 5638

New Motor Insurance Law 
If you're the registered keeper of a vehicle, it must be insured at all times. The exceptions are: if you have made a SORN for the vehicle; if your vehicle has been kept off-road since before SORN came into force on 31 January 1998 – unless it was brought back into use; if your vehicle is recorded as stolen, passed or sold to the motor trade or between registered keepers; if your vehicle is recorded scrapped or permanently exported by the Driver and Vehicle Licensing (DVLA). From the end of June 2011 Insurance Advisory Letters (IAL) will be issued by the Motor Insurers' Bureau to the registered keepers of uninsured vehicles. This will be following a check of the Motor Insurance Database (MID) - the UK's central record of vehicle insurance. The IAL will advise the registered keeper that their vehicle appears to have no insurance and what actions to take to avoid receiving a fixed penalty from DVLA. If a vehicle does not have insurance, the registered keeper could: receive a fixed penalty of £100; have their vehicle wheel-clamped, impounded, or destroyed; face a court prosecution, with a possible maximum fine of £1,000. Payment of a penalty does not replace the need for motor insurance and are in addition to the powers the police already have to seize an uninsured vehicle and fine the driver. The details of all insured vehicles should be on the MID - you can check that your motor insurance details are on the database and are correct by using the FREE service at http://www.askMID.com. Only your insurance provider can update your insurance details on the MID so do not contact the DVLA. Go to www.direct.gov.uk/en/Motoring/ for more information

Bribery Act Regulations Introduced on 1 July 
This is a complicated and far reaching change. From that date, there will be prohibitions on hospitality and further requirements on how to implement adequate procedures within organisations, with fines and possible imprisonment as penalties for not adhering to the new rules. The regulations introduce a corporate offence of failure to prevent bribery by persons working on behalf of a business. The penalty is an unlimited fine. For individuals, it will be a criminal offence to give, promise or offer a bribe and to request, agree to receive or accept a bribe with a maximum penalty for bribery of 10 years imprisonment. Can an organisation provide hospitality, promotional or other business expenditure under the Act? Yes. The Government does not intend that genuine hospitality or similar business expenditure that is reasonable and proportionate is covered by the Act, so genuine bona fide hospitality, promotional or other business expenditure is permitted. In addition, an organisation must have adequate procedures in place to prevent bribery. A bribery prevention policy will go a long way to providing a full defence for this offence and avoid prosecution.

Equal Treatment of Agency Workers from 1 October 
The Regulations basically give temporary or agency workers rights in two categories: Rights which will apply to all temporary workers from day one regardless of their length of service - This category entitles temporary and agency workers to have access to all employment vacancies and also to all on-site facilities and amenities. In practice, this should not be too onerous for an employer. From 1 October, employers must advise temporary workers of any vacancies, including permanent, within the company and be given the same opportunity to apply; Rights which apply once a temporary worker has completed 12 weeks service with a company. After 12 weeks, agency workers will be entitled to equal treatment in relation to the same basic employment conditions as if they had been employed directly by the employer rather than the agency i.e. pay, overtime, bonus related to individual performance, annual leave and holiday pay. Some terms have been expressly excluded where they relate to longer term benefits or pay-related conditions e.g. redundancy, sick pay schemes and bonuses not linked to individual performance. From 1 October, employers using agency workers for 12 weeks or more must ensure that agency terms and conditions are congruent with permanent employed staff. In addition, the regulations include provisions for calculating the 12 weeks. In certain circumstances gaps between periods of service will be discounted when calculating the 12 week period. Finally, they include anti-avoidance measures to stop employers deliberately depriving the tangency workers of their entitlement, with fines of up to £5,000. 

New Public Sector Equality Duty “Quick-Start” Guide 
The Government’s Equalities Office has published a “quick-start” guide to the Public Sector Equality Duty. This details the obligations that Public Sector organisations have to promote equality issues. At only nine pages, it really is “quick-start” compared to other typical guidance documents. It can be downloaded from http://tinyurl.com/6gtrzrv


Skills Funding Agency for Social Enterprises 
This new service will help you to equip you with the skills you need to grow success with up £1,000 in grant funding to help you pay for the training you need to help your business grow. This grant will pay for 50% of the fees excluding VAT up to the maximum amount of £1,000. For example: If the training programme costs £1,000 + VAT, you can claim back £500 or if the training programme costs £2,500 + VAT, you can claim back £1,000. This offer is available to private sector businesses or social enterprises that have fewer than 250 full time equivalent employees and have at least one employee in addition to the senior leader and have the potential for high or fast growth. For more information go to www.skillssoutheast.co.uk/, telephone 0845026 4298 or email info@skillssoutheast.co.uk

The Ready for Change Tool 
Rocket Science has developed a new tool for voluntary and community sector organisations which have to prepare for and manage change. This free tool prompts users to reflect on their strengths and weaknesses at a time when many, particularly smaller organisations, are having to adapt to a very challenging environment. For more information go to www.rocketsciencelab.co.uk/

Top Tips on Writing Press Releases 
Press releases are a great tool for communicating launches, big events or news with local, trade and national press. The Social Investment Business Communications Team has put together their top tips for writing press releases at www.thesocialinvestmentbusiness.org/.


If you have found this Newsletter useful, please forward it to members of your organisation and others who may find it interesting. If you do not yet receive this Newsletter directly OR no longer want to receive it, e-mail a message to carolyn.warne@cfeh.org.uk including your name, surname, address and the name of your organisation.  You can also submit short news items to the same e-mail address.
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